Middle Tennessee State University

Class Syllabus

Applied Private Saxophone 

Spring 2012
Instructor: Rick Mraz

Phone: 413-454-7524

Email: rjmraz@yahoo.com
Objectives:

· To increase knowledge, interest and performance ability in a wide variety of saxophone styles.

· To acquire knowledge of performance practices inherent in a wide variety of saxophone styles and to be able to apply this knowledge in performance.

· To increase knowledge of the major saxophone performers and composers, trends, influences and stylistic features inherent in saxophone playing.

· To use various methods of critical thinking in forming value judgments about musical performance. 

Texts:
Texts will be chosen from the following list:
· 53 Melodious Etudes (Vol. 1) – G. Rossari, Southern Music Co.

· The Saxophonist’s Workbook – Larry Teal, Encore Publications

· The Art of Saxophone Playing – Larry Teal

· Jazz Phrasing for Saxophone (Vol.1) – Greg Fishman 

· Jazz Saxophone Etudes (Vol. 3) – Greg Fishmann

· Other material may be chosen to best suit the needs of the individual student
It is expected that all assigned music will be purchased, with the assumption that it is necessary for the student to own in order to enhance his/her development. Plan on spending roughly $20.00 to $40.00 per semester for music. No music will be photocopied for use in the saxophone studio. Think of this as an opportunity to start building your own music library if you have not already done so. 
You can order music online direct from the publisher or from the following sources: 

www.eble.com  (sheet music and books)

www.Amazon.com (great for new and used books)

www.Gregfishman.com  (jazz books)
Jury:

All students participating in lessons will take a jury. Jury examinations are held to measure the student's progress at the conclusion of each semester. Please refer to the Woodwind Department Jury Guidelines and/or Jazz Handbook for all requirements and general information regarding upper division juries. It is extremely important that you read and understand the jury guidelines. 

NOTICE: Regardless of personal progress in lessons, you cannot pass lessons without passing your jury. In other words, you MUST pass your jury with a C or better. 

Technical jury:

The technical jury measures technical development and will take place during the last lesson of each semester. Requirements will be assigned early in the semester.
Lessons:
Lessons will focus on three major areas: Technique, Etudes and Repertoire. 

Technique will address skills such as: tone production, articulation, scales, etc. 

Etudes will be selected from the Rossari 53 Melodious Etudes (or similar works depending on the needs of the individual student). You are expected to make it through 4 etudes for the semester. 
Repertoire: Music will be chosen on an individual basis to address the musical and technical needs of the student. 
Lessons are only 30 min. in length, so please be warmed-up and have your horn out of its case, ready to play before entering the lesson room.
Students are expected to come to lessons prepared with all assigned music, functioning saxophones and an adequate supply of good reeds. 
Notebooks: 

Each student is required to keep a studio notebook that will be turned in at the end of the semester for a 

 grade. Contents of the notebook include research papers, listening assignments and your practice journal. To be considered for a grade, notebooks must be 100% complete! Incomplete notebooks will receive a zero.  
Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory. Make up lessons will be given at the discretion of the instructor in cases such as medical excuses, family emergencies, etc. Missing lessons without prior notification/arrangements will have a serious negative impact on grading. Any unexcused absence will result in a grade of an F for that lesson.  
Master Class: 
Tuesdays at 11:20 is reserved for studio master classes. Master class meetings consist of student performances, coaching, lecture topics/demonstrations, and guest artists. Attendance is required for all students taking lessons (unless there is a class conflict). All saxophone students are expected to perform in Master class each semester. This is an excellent opportunity to perform and get feedback from your instructor and peers. Music majors with class conflicts will need to make up this requirement. Please see me for details.
Saxophone Recitals:

Attendance is required at all saxophone recitals each semester. This includes faculty recitals! Student recital hour is Thursday mornings. Check with your fellow studio members for specific performance dates and times. Check the performance calendar for all other saxophone related performances and faculty recitals. Calendar can be found at:

http://www.mtsu.edu/music/calendar.shtml
Grading:

The grading system used is the letter system published in the MTSU Undergraduate catalog. (plus/minus system)  Each lesson will be graded on the quality of preparation.  Students will be responsible for specific material each week, and for meeting goals set at the beginning of the semester.
Your final grade is based on:

Weekly lesson grade:
 50%

Jury: 


 20% 

Technical Jury:

 15%
Notebook:

 15%
Supplies:
Reeds, mouthpieces, neck straps, music and other supplies can be found locally at:

The Music Stop

310 W Main St Ste B
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
615-217-6165

Music & Arts

(615)893-4241

536 N Thompson Lane, Suite G
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-4301

Or online at:
www.wwbw.com
www.muncywinds.com
www.saxquest.com 

